











Kristin Young

Kristin Young has been a member of the Waubonsee Valley
Music Teachers Association for 5 years. She served for two
years as the Vice President in charge of programs and then
two years as the co-president with Nancy Sen. She will serve
the next term as President of the Chapter.

Kristin received her degree in Piano Performance from De
Paul University School of Music where she studied with Dimi-
tri Paperno and Mary Sauer.

Kristin has also completed a two-year course in Church music
and received the Bishops Certificate in Church Music from the
ELCA and Episcopal churches.

Kristin is the Director of Worship and the Arts at St. Mark’s
Lutheran Church in Aurora, IL. In December she will be taking
the St. Mark’s Festival Choir to perform in Vienna Austria at
their Advent Celebration.

Kristin Young maintains a studio of 25 students. Two years
ago she started an Academy of Music at St. Mark’s in an
effort to respond to the ever- increasing question of “can you
teach me how to play the ?” Currently there are 4 teach-
ers and 40 students at the Academy.

Kristin and her husband Bruce live in Plainfield lllinois along
with their 4 children, Melissa, Heather, Courtney, and John.

West Suburban

Melissa Dalley

Melissa Dalley was 12 years old when she decided that
she wanted to teach piano. At 16, she became an ap-
prentice teacher with her own teacher, Myrna Eppeland.
She went on to Wheaton Conservatory of Music, where
she studied piano with Dr. William Phemister, and peda-
gogy with Dr. Karin Edwards. Melissa graduated with a
Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance with elec-
tive studies in Business.

She has maintained private studios in Glen Ellyn, and
now Winfield. In addition to her teaching, she served as
the Music Director at Parkview Community Church from
2002 -2006, and continues to play and sing in the worship
band.

Melissa joined ISMTA in 1996 and has served in her local
chapter in several positions, including many years as AIM
Theory Co-Chairman, as well as AIM Exams Office Co-
ordinator. Other positions she has held include 2nd Vice
President for Publicity/Historian and the Joint Chapters
Workshop Committee Representative. Melissa is also
currently an active AIM Mentor. She has also served on
various ad hoc committees such as handbook revisions
and local board revisions.

In 2000, she accepted the position of State Syllabus
Theory Chairman (now AIM) and held that position for 5
years. Melissa also served on the Theory Revisions Com-
mittee during that time, helping to reinvent the Syllabus
program, which is now AIM. After Mary Veverka passed
away, she took on the task of converting the Syllabus
exams from hand-written and word-processor -generated
to the AIM exams, which are fully designed on computer.
Since then she has continued to work on Theory Exams
at the state level — something she feels very passionate
about. In fact, recently she was invited to rejoin the AIM
Revisions Committee and has accepted.

In all of her involvement with ISMTA, Melissa strives to

balance innovation with tradition, to keep moving forward
while respecting the past.
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2009 ISMTA
Annual Conference

November 6 & 7
at Eastern Illinois
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