





Notes From the Central Office

Spring is here and with that comes Plaque and Bar orders,
AIM Awards orders and the spring board meeting. With that in
mind, if you need your order by a certain date, please let me
know and | will try my best to make it happen.

It is also that time of year to send out unpaid AIM invoices from
the 2009 year. If you receive one from me and feel that we
have made an error, please let me know and we can work to
resolve it.

Justin

ISMTA Executive Assitant
justin@ismta.org

Dear Aim-y

Dear Aimy,

| find it overwhelming to fit all of my AIM preparation within a
thirty-minute lesson. My students have family budgets/schedules
that won’t permit longer lessons or group lessons. Help! Is it
even possible to pull this off?

Frustrated

Dear Frustrated,

| feel your pain. Thirty minutes seems so short. | have
experienced the same challenges in my own teaching. | think of
AIM as a yearlong journey. Look ahead to the next level as soon
as one level is completed. Every student has individual strengths
and weaknesses. Jenny has a terrific ear; | know | can slide
aural skills into the last month before the theory exams. However
Kate struggles with intervals, so | try to start or end every

one of her lessons with about three minutes of interval/chord
identification to keep developing that skill in the “off-season.”
Aaron has technical weaknesses so | work on the technical skills
months ahead of time in as many keys as he can accomplish.
Think of this as the three-minute snapshot....

With my younger students, | make little games that take no
more than three minutes to reinforce stepping/skipping, major/
minor, time signature understanding, clapping and counting, and
five-note patterns. When | first introduce a concept, it is just a
snapshot. A three-minute snapshot over time creates mastery. It
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takes the average student three to four hearings of my teaching

to actually learn the concept. A three-minute snapshot repeated

over an entire month is worth much more than 12 minutes out of
one lesson.

Stephanie is preparing for Level 2 in April. She completed one
lesson a week in her AIM workbook as homework from October
to January. In January we began learning the five-note patterns
and worked on the two-note slur in every lesson (another three
minute snapshot!) In February she began learning the two
repertoire pieces. | picked one by Kabalevsky that was full of
two-note slurs. In March Stephanie practices the sight reading
with me at each lesson (yes another three-minute snapshot!).
She struggles with verbalizing the time signature so | make her
repeat that for me on every piece she plays and make a game of
how fast she can say it back to me. Soon April will be here and
Stephanie is excited about performing the AIM exam. Her non-
AIM lesson work decreases as the time approaches so that non-
AIM lesson material then becomes the three minute snapshot.

Older students have longer repertoire, so plan early, learn the
repertoire throughout the year and then put it on the back burner.
And yes, encourage the parents to consider a longer lesson
time...

Aim-y



Book Review

Busoni as Pianist
Grigory Kogan
Translated by:
Svetlana Belsky

Busoni as Pianist

Grigory Kogan

Ferruccio Busoni is most widely known today as the
composer of such works as the Second Violin Sonata,
the incidental music for Gozzi’s Turandot, and the
most monumental piano concerto in the repertory
(some eighty minutes long, with male chorus in the
finale). But Busoni was also renowned in his day as
an author and pedagogue and, most especially, as a
pianist. Busoni’s recordings of pieces by Chopin and
Liszt--and of his own arrangements of keyboard works
by Bach and Beethoven--are much prized and studied
today by connoisseurs of piano playing. Yet even his
most important biographers have cast only a cursory
glance at the pianistic aspect of Busoni’s fascinating
career.

Grigory Kogan’s book Busoni as Pianist (published

in Russian in 1964, and here translated for the first
time) was and remains the first and only study to
concentrate exclusively on Busoni’s contributions to
the world of the piano. Busoni as Pianist summarizes
reviews of Busoni’s playing and his own writings on
the subject. It also closely analyzes the surviving piano
rolls and recordings, and examines Busoni’s editions,
arrangements, and pedagogical output. As such, it will
be of interest to pianists, teachers and students of the
piano, historians, and all who love piano music and the
art of piano playing.

Grigory Kogan (1901-79) was a leading Soviet
pianist and music critic. A conservatory professor at
the age of twenty-one, Kogan created the first-ever
course in Russia dealing with the history and theory
of pianism. Through his brilliant lectures, his concert
performances, and his many books, articles, and
reviews, Kogan influenced an entire generation of
Soviet pianists.

Svetlana Belsky is a teacher and performer, and
is coordinator of Piano Studies at the University of
Chicago.

CD Review

Busoni’s immense significance in the history of
pianism, and the perceptive, illuminating observations
of the late Grigory Kogan, make this volume a major
addition to the existing literature on this fascinating,
enigmatic musical personality. Svetlana Belsky’s
annotated translation is admirable.

-- Donald Manildi, curator, International Piano
Archives, University of Maryland

llluminating, and brilliantly translated. Kogan'’s

book sheds invaluable light on the life and career

of a unique creative genius. Busoni’s awe-inspiring
artistry and personality are here described in riveting
analytical detail. We are indebted to Svetlana Belsky
for making this important work available in English,
to the lasting benefit of students, scholars, and
performers.

-- Ann Schein, noted concert pianist and educator
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FREE PIANO TEACHING RESOURCES ONLINE!

2010 MTNA National Conference, Albuquerque, NM

Michelle Gordon, NCTM
mgordonpiano.classicalpianoteacher.com
MGordonPiano@ComCast.net

With thanks to Michelle Gordon, MTNA-certified piano teacher from Mattapoisett, MA who presented the above session at the 2010
MTNA National Conference and has graciously made her handout of online resources available to MTNA teachers. Do checkout her
website and watch for her name at future conferences!

NOTE: If the website does not come up, use the basic address.com and follow through the keywords.

INTERNET USER AGREEMENT
http://www.musiclearningcommunity.com/PDFs/AcceptableUsePolicy.pdf

Free, Downloadable Software in order to view, hear and print music
Sibelius SCORCH Download
http://www.sibelius.com/cgi-bin/download/get.pl?com=sh&prod=scorch

ADOBE Acrobat Reader 9.3
http://get.adobe.com/reader/

Quicktime
http://www.apple.com/quicktime/download/

PIANO TEACHER'S WEBSITES AND BLOGS
Susan Paradis' Website
http://www.susanparadis.com

Wendy Steven's Website
www.composecreate.com/MTNA2010

Ms Garrett's Website
http://www.musictechteacher.com

D'Net Layton's Website
http://www.laytonmusic.com

Natalie Wickham's Blog
http://musicmattersblog.com/2005/09/01/about-natalie-2/

Laura Even's Blog
http://lowepianostudio.blogspot.com/

Joy Morin's Blog
http://colorinmypiano.com/about/

PIANO TEACHER DISCUSSION BOARDS
Faber website
http://www.pianoteaching.com

Hal Leonard Piano Teacher's Group
http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/hlispl-teachers/

Piano Street Discussion Board
http://www.pianostreet.com/smf/index.php

Yahoo Piano Teacher's Group
http://launch.groups.yahoo.com/group/piano-teachers/#ans
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GAMES
Dallas Symphony Orchestra
http://www.dsokids.com/games/default.aspx

Eek a Shark
http://makingmusicfun.net/flash/eekshark.htm

Maya and Miguel
http://pbskids.org/mayaandmiguel/english/games/globalgroovin/game.html

NY Philharmonic
http://www.nyphilkids.org/games/main.phtml
Arts Alive
http://www.artsalive.ca/en/mus/activitiesgames/

MUSIC HISTORY
Grieg Classics for Kids (Hall of the Mountain King)
http://www.classicsforkids.com/music/music_view.asp?id=4

Troldhaugen visit
http://members.ozemail.com.au/~telica/Norway_Troldhaugen.html

San Francisco Symphony Keeping Score
http://www.keepingscore.org/home

Piano Explorer Online Resource Page
http://www.instrumentalistmagazine.com/Current%20Issue.asp

WW Norton Essentials of Music
http://www.essentialsofmusic.com

A Guide to Western Composers and Their Music
http://www.ipl.org/div/imushist/

THEORY LESSONS
http://www.musictheory.net/
http://www.emusictheory.com
http://www.dolmetsch.com/theoryintro.htm

EAR TRAINING
http://www.earplane.com

http://www.miles.be

FREE SHEET MUSIC
These are terrific Public Domain resources to use if you have a student who can't afford to buy new music, or if you want a student to
have a copy of the music to read along with while listening, or to mark up for analysis.

International Music Score Library Project

http://imslp.org/

Sheet Music Archive Free downloads restricted to 2 per day
www.sheetmusicarchive.net

Music-Scores.com Visitors are allowed 3 downloads every 24 hours
Www.music-scores.com

The Mutopia Project Choose "Browse the Archive" and select piano in the list of instruments to access the list of over 170

piano pieces.
www.mutopiaproject.org
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OTHER NEAT STUFF
Free printable Staff Paper
http://www.blanksheetmusic.net/

Music Dictionaries
http://www.dolmetsch.com/musictheorydefs.htm

http://www.music.vt.edu/musicdictionary/

Free Composer Coloring Pages (Scroll to bottom)
http://www.notebookingpages.com/index.php?page=Free-Art-Music-Notebooking-Pages
Listen to Classical Music Online

http://www.kcme.org/
No ads, wide programming, friendly announcers.

http://www.wrr101.com/

http://wcpe.org/
Listener supported, commercial-free

http://www.king.org

Saturday, June 26,2010

Geneva Community High School » 418 McKinley Avenue « Gonowva, IL 601 34
= One of the larpest music contests in the
State of llinois with a reputation of excellencs
» A Iimit of 2,300 entrants are accepted

* Stdents are grouped by instrument,
age and years of instruction

Contest procedures, information, rules and regulations online

www.genevachamber.com/granquist/
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