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Kristen Elgersma

Kristin Elgersma holds an M.M. and D.M. in Piano Performance 
and Pedagogy from Northwestern University, where her primary 
teachers were Sylvia Wang and Marcia Bosits, and has been on 
faculties at Northwestern, Benedictine University, the Interlochen 
Arts Camp, the Merit School of Music, and Martin Methodist Uni-
versity, among others. Her students have won prizes in numerous 
local and state competitions, and have been featured performers 
in venues such as the National Conference on Keyboard Pedago-
gy, the National High School Music Institute’s Gala Concert, and 
the Young Steinway Series at the Skokie, IL, Public Library.

Dr. Elgersma performs regularly as a soloist, collaborative artist, 
and chamber musician, and in August of 2009 was featured in 
all of these capacities at the Vianden Music Festival, in Vianden, 
Luxembourg. She regularly presents research papers, lecture-
recitals and workshops at the local, state and national levels. In 
2009-2010, Dr. Elgersma was a presenter at the Musical Teach-
ers National Association (MTNA) Conference, the College Music 
Society (CMS) National Conference, the National Conference on 
Keyboard Pedagogy (NCKPP), and the Illinois State Music Teach-
ers Association Conference. This past winter, as a member of the 
Boston-based Arneis Ensemble, Dr. Elgersma presented chamber 
concerts and masterclasses in Boston, Toledo, Michigan State 
University, Miami University, and Northwestern University.

Dr. Elgersma’s areas of research include extended piano tech-
niques in twentieth-century American music, contemporary piano 
music for students, and the role of arts education and community 
engagement in the higher education curriculum, for which was 
recently awarded research grants from Steinway of Chicago and 
Northwestern University.  In the fall of 2010, she will join the piano 
faculty of the University of Idaho.

North Shore MTA

Pam Christensen

Pamella Christensen’s love of music began with all the songs that 
her father sang to her as she was growing up.  Her music career 
began in kindergarten, when she was chosen to be the conductor 
of the rhythm band.  In second grade at Apostles Lutheran School 
in Melrose Park, Illinois, Pam learned to sing the alto part to many 
hymns.  In third grade, she sang O Holy Night as a solo at the 
church’s Christmas Eve service.  So her music career was on its 
way!

Pamella continued to sing in harmony throughout grade school and 
also began to take piano lessons.  When she entered Lyons Town-
ship High School in La Grange, she auditioned for the madrigal sing-
ers and that became an active part of her high school years.  In her 
junior year, Pam began to study piano with Helen Frisch Cunat, of 
the University of Chicago.  (Mrs. Cunat had been the first to perform 
Claude Debussy’s Clair de Lune in the United States.)

Upon entering William Woods College in Fulton, Missouri,  (a 
women’s college at that time, now a co-ed university), Pamella 
auditioned for The Ceciliennes, a madrigal singing touring group that 
represented the school throughout the United States during spring 
breaks, and included the opportunity to both meet and perform a 
private concert for former President Eisenhower.  Pam also met her 
husband, Bruce, on a blind date the first weekend that she attended 
college. (Now they’ve been married for 41 years.)

After student teaching and graduating with a B.A. in music, com-
bined with many teaching courses, Pam taught public school music 
in Villa Park, Illinois, and Vine Grove, Kentucky.  Her music career 
has included conducting children’s choirs and handbell choirs, giving 
piano lessons and becoming involved with the Salt Creek Music 
Teachers Association.  As an adult, Pamella also began to study 
the harp and eventually gave programs and performed at many 
weddings.  Pam also built a lap harp, complete with a wood-burned 
design.

In addition to teaching, Pamella has composed many songs, loves to 
cook, does art work with pastels and greatly enjoys her family, which 
now includes eight grandchildren.  Her love of music is best summed 
up by Martin Luther, who said, “Music is a fair and glorious gift of 
God.”  Amen! 

Salt Creek
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Salt Creek

Tamineh Moates Fattore

Tamineh Moates Fattore has been teaching privately since 
1995, when her own piano instructor, Marilyn Brown of the 
Raleigh Conservatory of Music in North Carolina, encouraged 
her to teach her first piano student.  Tami had so much fun she 
hasn’t stopped teaching since. She taught lessons during her 
time at Furman University in Greenville, SC where she earned 
her Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance and while 
she completed her Master of Music degree at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge, LA.  

Tami maintains a studio of 55 students by traveling to teach 
students in their homes, teaching out of her own home, and 
teaching at Melody Mart in Homewood, IL since August 2001 
when she moved from Louisiana to Illinois. Tami is also a 
church pianist and choir accompanist and serves as secretary 
for the South Suburban Music Teachers Association where 
several of her students have participated and received awards 
in piano competitions.  

In 2006 and 2007 she helped coordinate two Monster Con-
certs for SSMTA where 120 local piano students were able to 
perform duets and trios with each other on five pianos all at 
once. She enjoys teaching whatever music lights the spark 
and fans the flame under her students and appreciates having 
such a fun job.

South Suburban

Kathy Micheli 

Kathy Micheli first attended a West Suburban ISMTA meeting in 1983 
with Siri Peterson and became a member that Fall.  She has served in 
many positions in her local chapter and served as State Performance 
Chairman for one year in 1991.  She currently serves as 2nd VP of 
Publicity/Historian and as Joint Board Treasurer.  

Kathy holds a B.M. in Education from DePaul University.  She gives 
group, partner, and private lessons.  She teaches 22 students each 
week in her home studio. She also continues piano study, specifically 
the upper levels of AIM, with Carol Beilke at Wheaton College Com-
munity School of the Arts and takes other online music classes.  Kathy 
taught Kindermusik classes for 15 years which has allowed her to 
teach many of her students for 10-12 years.  Kathy offers the AIM Pro-
gram to all of her students and finds it a source of constant motivation 
for all of them.

Among highlights of the year for her students are recitals given at an 
assisted living facility, spring recital, AIM testing, making a holiday 
CD for their families, group lessons, performing in their school talent 
shows and accompanying instrumental groups, and an ISMTA monthly 
recital.  West Suburban ISMTA members and programs continue to 
help her and her students grow every year.  Kathy would like to thank 
ISMTA and all their members for a lifetime of great memories and for 
the programs which allow her students to remain excited and enthu-
siastic about their piano study!  Many of the board positions she has 
held over the past years have helped her develop new life skills.

Kathy is married to Paul, a mechanical engineer, and has three 
children and a son-in-law, Paul, Laura, Gavin Daly, and Mark. Without 
their help and support many aspects of running a home studio would 
be impossible!    

West Suburban 

Congratulations to the 2010 ISMTA
Members of the Year!!


